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A preliminary study of measurement and evaluation
of geometry characteristics of coarse gravel

ZHENG Xing, AO Da-hua, LIYu-zhong, ZHANG Sheng, SONG Xiao-wei
(PowerChina Guiyang Engineering Corporation Limited, Guiyang, Guizhou 550081, China)

Abstract: The geometry is one of the key factors which can influence the mechanical and hydrological properties of coarse granular
soil. In this article, the laboratory test and analysis method are adopted to study the particle appearance characteristic. Two types of
coarse granular soil particles with different appearance characteristics are selected in the particle diameters of 10—20 mm, 20—40
mm, 40—60 mm separately. The wax-coated method is used to measure the volume, and the particle surface area is calculated by
measuring the thickness of the wax coating. By building the mathematical fitting between the particle volume and the surface area,
the correlations between volume and surface area of the two coarse granular soil particles are founded. With analogy, the two fitting
equations proposed in this paper are found to be in excellent agreement with that of normative sphere, thus the concept of
sphericity-similarity is raised and the coefficient of sphericity-similarity is calculated, which providing a method to describe the
appearance characteristic of particle quantitatively.
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Fig.1 Two types of coarse granules with different
appearance characteristics
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Fig.2 Coarse granules between 10-20 mm after wax-coated

B3 RAE 20~40 mm HIER AR A I8

Fig.3 Coarse granules between 20—40 mm after wax-coated
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Fig.4 Coarse granules between 40—-60 mm after wax-coated
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Table 1 Measurement data statistic of cere thickness
o e
10~20 mm 20~40 mm 40~60 mm
WS- 35 )2 B/ mm 0.012 0.015 0.017
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40, 40~60 mm PRSI 40 20 MRtkigE 4TS, I EEER WL 2~4.
F2 AHEREREARUMESER CRN 10~20 mm)
Table 2 Results of surface and volume measurements (particle diameter is10—20 mm)
AFBLRE B
cp R WECOST MSBC W B B OV m meesm e s mE w0
g O PR - o bRERRE T P i e PRERR
Ji Ji i R A REM S /s 5 i EE AR REH S
/g /g /g /cm /em® [ em? /om? /g /g /g /cm /fecm® [ em? / om?
1 8396 8599 0203 0015 328 1504 1067  3.686 3779 0093 0015 150 6.89 6.33
2 6.386 6610 0224 0015 246 1659 880  7.188 7403 0215 0015 267 1593 9.30
3 13002 13302 0300 0015 497 2222 1409 4590 4711 0121 0015 167 8.96 6.80
4 9294 9505 0211 0015 377 1563 1172 4735 4782 0047 0015 175 3.48 7.02
5 6101 6268 0.167 0015 222 1237 823 4318 4511 0193 0015 179 1430 7.13
6 8.800 9038 0238 0015 344 1763 11.02  7.286 7496 0210 0015 287 1556 9.77
7 5789 6015 0226 0015 235 1674 856  5.779 6.001 0222 0015 236 1644 8.57
8 6.201 6441 0240 0015 234 17.78 852 4586 4694 0108 0015 178 8.00 7.11
9 7011 7201 0190 0015 279  14.07 959  2.888 3010 0122 0015 107 9.04 5.05
10 6502 6715 0213 0015 247 1578 883 3224 3301 0077 0015 132 5.70 5.81
1 9.093 9197 0200 0015 336 148 1085  7.051 7.344 0293 0015 198 2170 7.63
12 8.658 8760  0.155 0015 267 1148 930 8217 8574 0357 0015 263 2644 9.22
13 7.859 7.953 0.194  0.015 291 14.37 9.86 6.150 6.461 0.311  0.015 2.39 23.04 8.65
14 8.958 9.054 0.196  0.015 3.55 14.52 11.26 6.968 7.223 0.255  0.015 2.16 18.89 8.07
15 7169 7245 0176 0015 296  13.04 9.96  6.243 6552 0309 0015 240  22.89 8.66
16 9.606 9702 0215 0015 383 1593 1185 5676 5922 0246 0015 229 1822 8.40
17 7222 7300 0228 0015 575 1689 1552  6.834 7109 0275 0015 193  20.37 7.51
18 6.872 6953 0211 0015 311 1563 1030 6.731 7115 0384 0015 215 2844 8.05
19 8386 8465 0211 0015 308 1563 1023  6.793 7053 0260 0015 265 19.26 9.27
20 10877 10998 0321 0015 764 2378 1877  7.760 8064 0304 0015 298 2252 10.02
#3 AHERAREARUELSR ChAN 20~40 mm)
Table 3 Results of surface and volume measurements (particle diameter is 20-40 mm)
AFB R B
o WL BB RIR R B W D mu WReRE W W B Wl
Fs T FRUERRIE i FRIEERIE
J i B RE BB R R R R GRS OBE AR Rm e
/g /g /g /fem  /em® /em? [ om? /g /g /g fem  /fem®  [cm? [ om?
1 43008 43786 0778 0015 1365 5763 2763 28.696 29331 0635 0015 681 4704 17.37
2 66697 66883 0186 0015 17.80 13.78 3297 60486 61402 0916 0015 1580 67.85  30.46
3 40410 41105 0695 0015 1225 5148 2569 38.204 39.112  0.908 0.015 821 6726  19.69
4 77269 78221 0952 0015 2597 7052 4241 48515 49442 0927 0015 1199 6867 2534
5 28.288 28.816 0.528  0.015 8.23 39.11 19.71 51401 52.301 0900 0015 16.22 66.67 30.99
6 7018 71200 1014 0015 1790 7511 3309 66.688 68.000 1312 0015 2137 9719  37.25
7 45.278 46.005 0.727  0.015 8.41 53.85 20.00  34.303 35.100 0.797 0.015 10.03 59.04 22.50
8 40701 41403 0702 0015 1004 5200 2250 51.012 52021  1.009 0.015 1240 7474 2591
9 67025 67.810 0785 0015 2215 5815 3814 58.211 59396  1.185 0015 1761 87.78  32.74
10 39125 39686 0561 0015 939 4156 2153 30786 31402 0616 0015 583 4563 1567
11 81760 82360 0.800 0.015 27.86 5926 4444 46769 47018 0868 0015 1544 6430  29.99
12 58432 58799 0567 0015 1889 4200 3430 60891 60964 1173 0015 3078 86.89  47.49
13 68774 69334 0760 0015 27.07 5630 43.60 41575 42003 1128 0015 2450 8356  40.79
14 81844 82439 0995 0015 2687 7370 43.38 59.195 59593  1.089 0015 28.30 80.67 4491
15 53.746 54.208 0562 0.015 17.26 41.63 3230  39.164 39.386 0.765 0.015 1348 56.67 27.39
16  63.156 63986 0.830 0015 2139 6148 3727 48459 48713 0867 0015 1703 6422 3201
17 98.212 98.880 0968 0.015 36.34 71.70 53.06  40.149 40.206 0.957 0.015 12.98 70.89 26.71
18 55581 56122 0741 0.015 2126 5489 3711 47310 47591 1181 0015 1556 87.48  30.15
19 108645 109.382 0937 0015 3476 6941 5151 45192 45511 0774 0015 1580 57.33  30.44
20 94617 95425 1080 0015 3474 80.00 5149 31127 31344 0617 0015 1073 4570 2353
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K4 AEERAREARUELSR ChigR 40~60 mm)
Table 4 Results of surface and volume measurements (particle diameter is 40-60 mm)
ARb R B FE
s s - . e [AERER . _~ e e AR
e W mEem osm wm ome o ome DFR mw meeswo s oww owe s DA
R Ji g ERE MR R e Ji Joi g EE AR RIR ST
3 2 7N 3 2 A
/g /g /g /cm /cm /cm T om? /g /g /g /cm /cm /cm T om?
1 200586 202.369 1783 0015  73.06 13207 8452 129611 131191 1580 0.015 47.48 117.04 6341
2 164898 166.417 1519 0015 6115 11252 7506 248778 251.689 2911 0015 90.84 21563 97.72
3 179310 181.000 1.690 0.015  69.96 12519 8211 112405 114601 2196 0015 3941 16267 56.01
4 171012 172692 1680 0015 6507 12444 7824 179.000 181.413 2413 0015 6438 17874 77.68
5 228005 229.889 1.884 0015 8595 139.56 9419 125311 127200 1.889 0.015 4375 139.93  60.04
6 152403 153.801 1.398 0015 57.08 103.56 7169 91599 93394 1795 0.015 3345 13296 50.20
7 126397 127.468 1.071 0015 4764 7933 6355 95301 97.000 1699 0015 3385 12585 5061
8 113689 114778 1.089 0015 4232 80.67 5873 144000 146194 2194 0015 5262 16252 67.90
9 153501 154.896 1.395 0.015 5868 103.33 7303  99.421 100.901 1480 0015 37.39 109.63 54.08
10 174118 175567 1449 0015 6743 107.33 80.11 106317 108205 1.888 0.015 37.95 139.85 5461
11 173500 174912 1412 0015 6742 10459 80.11 157.936 161177 2102 0015 37.80 15570 54.47
12 149.400 150.857 1457 0015  50.84 107.93 66.36 81358 83.364 1824 0015 3797 13511 54.64
13 195100 197.256 1.856 0.015  66.09 137.48 79.05 145722 148130 2408 0.015 4806 17837 63.92
14 196315 198507 1.972 0015  62.89 14607 7648 173165 174425 1860 0.015 5553 137.78  70.39
15 221400 223500 1.902 0.015  81.82 140.89 91.14 110016 111490 1474 0015 3495 109.19 51.69
16 281300 284500 2.366 0.015 10359 17526 106.67 102.722 104024 1302 0.015 30.61  96.44 4732
17 176134 177.741 1607 0015 6448 11904 77.76 96351 97.993 1642 0.015 2951 12163 46.18
18 153372 155209 1737 0015 5273 12867 68.00 96591 98370 1779 0.015 36.02 13178 5275
19 301100 303.900 2510 0.015 100.08 18593 104.24 164967 167.333 2366 0.015 53.75 17526 68.88
20 294600 297500 2278 0015 9359 168.74 99.69 129330 131.705 2100 0015 4110 15556 57.59
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Fig.5 S-V of coarse granules relationships
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Fig.6 S/V-V relationships of coarse granules
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